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Archival Ethics 
Panel Coordinator: Eleanor Kleiber, University of Hawaii; Panel Chair: Keau George, Hula Preservation Society 
Most archivists have encountered ethical dilemmas in their professional work. Who has the right to see what, and who makes that 
decision and how? Beyond following established retention schedules, are there other types of materials we should not be keeping? Or 
are there special ways we should be managing a certain type of material? This panel seeks to discuss how repositories, institutions, 
and organizations deal with culturally sensitive materials, privacy & access rights, creating boundaries in an archive, and tips on 
displaying and presenting materials. 
 
Ethics, Access, and Digital Cultural Heritage  
by Alana Pollack 
Digital archiving has great potential to lower access barriers to cultural heritage materials. However, 
increased access to digital materials also comes with an increased responsibility to make sure those 
materials are presented in a culturally appropriate way.  This presentation describes the Mukurtu 
Content Management System, which facilitates replication of traditional access protocols in a digital 
realm. 
Alana Pollack was born and raised on Oʻahu and graduated from Mills College with a Bachelor of 
Arts in Economics.  She is currently pursuing her Master’s degree at the Center for Pacific Island Studies at the University of Hawaiʻi 
at Mānoa, where she serves as a graduate assistant in the Department of Linguistics and is the Hub Manager for the Kaipumakani 
Project. 
 
 
Pitfalls of High Value Gifts 
by Malia Van Heukelem 
Many archives rarely have to navigate the intricacies of high value gifts from appraisals to taxes to 
deaccessioning. This presentation will attempt to highlight some of the nuts and bolts issues related to 
collections stewardship and donor relations including restrictions, tax forms, retention, and 
capitalization of collections. 
Malia was recently hired as Art Archivist Librarian for the Jean Charlot Collection, an artist papers 
collection at the University of Hawaiʻi's Hamilton Library.  Previously, she was a preservation 
management specialist at Hamilton Library and collections manager for both the Art in Public Places 
Program and ‘Iolani Palace. 
 
Archives and Friendship: When not to get involved? 
by Bron Solyom  
The question I ask is: should an archivist be involved in compiling, arranging,  
or preparing a finding aid for the papers of a close personal friend?  In 2013, I helped organize the 
papers of two very dear friends whom I had known from the late sixties until their untimely deaths. I 
felt no discomfort about doing this for one of those friends: Roger Long.  He  had planned to donate his 
papers to UH Mānoa Library and knew I would be involved. But, It was still painful.  Ten years after 
my friend Ann Dunham died, the circumstances surrounding her life story completely changed.  When 
her son, Barack Obama, ran for political office, her anonymity vanished.  Her once little known papers became a small part of a 
national story with ugly overtones that resonate today.  Becoming involved was a more complex and difficult decision.  I think I did 
the right thing, but others may disagree… 
Bron Solyom retired in 2016 from the Jean Charlot Collection at UHM Library where she had served as curator for the last 15 years.  
In her career she has worked in special and academic libraries in the US, Australia and Indonesia.  She and her husband Garrett share a 
deep interest in Indonesian art, and through that she came to work on archival projects such as those described in this presentation. 
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Archives and the Digital Deal  
Panel Coordinator and Chair: Gailyn Bopp, Brigham Young University 
In spite of differing standards, best practices, and systems used across the digital landscape, archives and special collections are 
successfully made available to populations around the world. This panel explores digital collection efforts from institutions, 
repositories, and organizations in Hawai’i and the impact of digital collections have had on various communities. Panelists present on 
unique digitization projects and collaborations, discuss processing and providing access to digital and “Born Digital” material, and 
give insight on the curation of online exhibits. 
 
Processing and Preparing Archives for Digital Access: A Model from the University of Hawaiʻi 
Law Library 
by Ellen Cachola  
The William S. Richardson School of Law Library has acquired the papers of the Constitutional Law 
Professor Jon Van Dyke.  In this presentation she discusses the first set of the papers physically 
processed at the library.  Other project aspects included the formation of an online finding aid using the 
platform Omeka.  The library is now working on the digitization of these papers which includes 
Archives Manager training, creating documentation for the Law Library's student workers to assist in 
copyright review, scanning, OCR/Watermark/page formatting, data preparation and uploading to the UH 
System's ScholarSpace repository. 
Ellen-Rae Cachola, Ph.D. is the Evening Supervisor & Archives Manager at the University of Hawaiʻi 
School of Law Library.  Ellen is fascinated by Hawaiʻi's legal history and its implications for the rest of Oceania.  Ellen has a side gig 
as a lecturer for the Department of Ethnic Studies, where she teaches online and in-person courses called Social Movements in Hawai'i 
and Introduction to Ethnic Studies.  She is happy to network with other information organizers on Maui, the island where she was 
born. 
 
Digital Finding Aids as a Tool for Accessing OAIS Based Archival Store  
by Aleksandr Drozdov 
Digital Archive implementation based on Open Archival Information System (OAIS) conceptual model 
includes the Archival Storage to keep Archival Information Packages (AIP).  One of the functions of the 
Digital Archive is to provide access to the Digital Objects and metadata preserved in Archival Storage to 
the Designated Community.  Conventional archive uses paper catalogue and finding aids to provide 
access to archive records.  In this presentation implementation of digital finding aids to access digital 
objects and catalogue descriptions in digital archival store based on the OAIS conceptual model are 
discussed.  A prototype User Interface (UI) for digital finding aids implementation, tools for users’ 
collaboration, records annotation and transcription will also be touched upon. 
Aleksandr Drozdov currently leads the design and implementation of the Digital Archives Preservation and Catalogue system for the 
Hawaii State Archives.  Aleks is an architect, team lead, and software engineer with more than 20 years of experience in analysis, 
design, and implementation of complex information systems using Lean Architecture and Agile methodologies.  He holds extensive 
practical knowledge in service oriented technologies, distributed and parallel systems, relational, non-relational, and graph databases, 
and data search and analytics. Past projects include design and implementation of the Digital Preservation and online Catalogue for 
The National Archives (London, United Kingdom) and working on large scale high performance system for machine learning and 
artificial intelligence.  In Aleks’ free time, he likes to read, take  long walks, play guitar, and spend time with his grandchildren (when 
visiting them in the United Kingdom). 
 
 
 
 
 
Engaging Audiences beyond Bishop Museum’s Doors: the Ho‘omaka Hou Research Initiative 
Online Fishhook Database and other Digital Initiatives  
by Tia Reber (created by Mara Mulrooney, Director of Cultural Resources, Bishop Museum) 
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Museums throughout the world house invaluable collections of cultural and natural heritage.  Recent efforts to unlock the potential of 
existing museum collections are manifested in various ways.  One of these includes major digitization initiatives that aim to bring 
collections “out from behind closed doors.”  In 2015, with support from the Hawai‘i Council for the Humanities, Bishop Museum 
launched a publicly-accessible online database that features over 4,000 fishhooks from three cultural sites in the Ka‘ū District of 
Hawai‘i Island. These sites were investigated during the 1950s, and have recently been re-investigated 
through the Ho‘omaka Hou Research Initiative.  This presentation highlights our integrated approach to 
collections-based research and digitization initiatives, and demonstrates how the online database has 
continued to serve as a model for providing increased access to collections held at Bishop Museum. 
Mara Mulrooney is the Director of the Cultural Resources Division at the Bishop Museum, where she 
oversees the management of the museum's Ethnology Collections, Archaeology Collections, 
Conservation Department, Library & Archives, as well as the Bishop Museum Press. She also directs 
the Ho‘omaka Hou Research Initiative.  Mara received her Ph.D. from the University of Auckland in 
2012 and her thesis explored settlement and land use on Rapa Nui.  Her training and expertise is in 
Pacific archaeology. 
Tia Reber is publications coordinator for Bishop Museum Library & Archives and Bishop Museum Press.  
She also edits material for the museum. Tia was born and raised on Oʻahu. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Changing the Center: Archives on Neighbor Islands  
Panel Coordinator and Chair: Joy Holland, Kona Historical Society 
Neighbor Island professionals face unique challenges with scarce funding, distance from our largest city in the State, and continuing 
education opportunities. Beyond that, the way professionals and repositories from Neighbor Islands are viewed tends to be a bit in the 
margins. This panel explores the latest undertakings, programs, and projects, as well as some of the obstacles Neighbor Island 
professionals have encountered along the way and how have they have addressed issues and reframed the “center” with creative 
techniques and methods in their archives. The Q&A will address Humanities and Neighbor Island concerns with special thanks to 
Hawai’i Council for the Humanities. 
 
Kahoʻolawe Island Reserve Commission Archives Collections: Inclusion and Access.  
by Terri Gavagan 
To the people of Hawaiʻi, particularly those of Native Hawaiian ancestry, Kahoʻolawe is a symbol of 
resilience and an opportunity to rebuild a cultural heritage. As the only major island in the Pacific that 
has been archaeologically surveyed from coast to coast, the Kahoʻolawe Island Reserve Commission’s 
(KIRC’s)  inventory contains thousands distinct archival materials including photographs, texts and 
artifacts — all in need of proper preservation in order to be shared with the public.  These items offer a 
vital opportunity to directly engage those without direct access due to the proximity, time, or financial 
commitments incurred by an on-island volunteer work trip, currently the only safe and legal means of accessing the Reserve (and with 
a two-year waitlist).  We see this as an important step in ensuring that the people of Hawai‘i have access to Kahoʻolawe.  This 
presentation addresses the development and makeup of the KIRC Archive Collections and the current projects addressing community 
engagement and access as well as the  unique “neighbor island” challenges that the KIRC Archive faces including funding, space, etc. 
and how they are currently being addressed. 
Terri holds a B.A. in Anthropology from the University of Oklahoma and a M.A. in Anthropology from the University of Hawaiʻi at 
Mānoa.  Her previous career positions include a research internship at the East-West Center in the Institute for Culture and 
Communication as well as positions at the Wailuku Public Library and in the Department of Human Services for the State of Hawaiʻi.  
She has been with the Kahoʻolawe Island Reserve Commission since 2010 as its Commission Coordinator. 
 
Nā Kai ʻEwalu Need NOT Prevent You from Succeeding!  
by Helen Wong Smith 
Residing on a neighbor island does not preclude one from successfully engaging in our profession.  Due to 
the “Oʻahu-centricity” of many associations and institutions, Helen has vigorously facilitated neighbor 
island events and training for three decades. As a neighbor island resident since 1987 her participation in  
professional activities have led to becoming the first neighbor island President of Hawaiʻi Library 
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Association, Association of Hawaiʻi Archivists, and Hawaiʻian Historical Society. A long history of developing outreach and 
professional development for neighbor islands, include full-day  workshops on caring for personal collections with DeSoto Brown, 
and  Linda Hee on Molokai and Kauaʻi,  collaborations with the Office of Hawaiian Affairs and other entities to bring O’ahu speakers 
to neighbor  islands, and to increase both outreach and professional development for archivists.  Ways to seek  opportunities and 
creatively create your own will be presented.  
Helen Wong Smith, is the Librarian/Archivist for the Hawaii State Historic Preservation Division. Since earning her B.A. in Hawaiian 
Studies in 1986 and a Master's in Library Science in 1991 from UH Manoa, Helen Wong Smith has held numerous positions 
throughout Hawai'i including Queen's Archivist at the Hawai'i Medical Library, Historical Specialist for Land Assets Division of 
Kamehameha Schools, Hawaiian Collection Librarian at UH Hilo, and Lead Archivist for the Pacific Region for the National Park 
Service. Cognizant of the challenges of being a neighbor island professional she continues to create internships for undergraduates and 
graduates in archival collections on their home islands.  She has served on Council of the Society of American Archivists and was 
named a Fellow in 2016. A Past President of the Hawai'i Library Association, twice of the Association of Hawai'i Archivists, and of 
the Hawaiian Historical Society, her outreach has expanded nationwide with Cultural Competency 
workshops in our profession. 
 
Centering on Community Collaboration: The John Howard Pierce Collection 
by Eric Page 
Could a community contribute to a major archival project?  This presentation explores one of the latest 
ventures of the Lyman Museum in Hilo, centering on community collaboration.  Images taken by John 
Howard Pierce, a Hilo Tribune-Herald reporter and avid photographer, stand as a remarkable record of 
changes in people, places and events on Hawaiʻi Island from 1959 to 1972.   
Eric E. Page serves as Archivist at the Lyman Museum and Mission House in Hilo, Hawaii.  He has worked 
as an archivist, educator and administrator with several organizations in his native Missouri and Kansas.  He 
graduated from the University of Missouri - Kansas City with a baccalaureate degree in history.  He earned a 
Master of Arts degree in Historical Administration and Museum Studies at the University of Kansas.  He also holds a Master of 
Divinity degree from Unity Institute and Seminary (Missouri), where he served as Archivist.  At the Lyman Museum, Eric provides 
research assistance for the public, coordinates volunteers, manages the collections and  
assists with exhibits.  His most well-known project is the John Howard Pierce photo collection. 
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